Thursday, May 22, 2025

To: Hazeldell Fire District Board
Board Chair Harry Rumer, Directors Herb Wick, Joan Peterkin and Jeremy Roat.
Re: Public Testimony of

e Supportto send Krista Button and Randy Fulkerson for EMT Classes

Today | am speaking on behalf of two dedicated members of Oakridge Fire & EMS to be sent
to EMT classes on behalf of Hazeldell.

In prior budget seasons, | believe 2022/23, Chief Hollett made a presentation to the board to
utilize a portion of the Volunteer and Recruitment line item to be spent on EMT training and
certifications for our Volunteers. A couple of months ago Chief Hollett requested that the
Board allow volunteers to attend EMT classes that | had recently discovered are at a low cost
for partnering Fire agencies. After he spoke there was no motion from Herb went silent, and
received no second of a motion. | wanted to take a moment to share my thoughts with the
board and ask for a reconsideration of the request.

| have been working with another agency in finding low-cost EMT course certification.
Typically, these courses through Lane Community College and colleges alike are $6,000-
8,000. Making them nearly unattainable for small agencies like ours to send our volunteers.
Recently | have found a College in Boise, Idaho offering EMT classes that are not only self-
paced, but at a very low cost. Roughly $1,000 per EMT student to take the class and certify.
There would be incidental costs such as licensing fees and travel and lodging, but this is a
mere fraction of the cost that is has previously been.

First, let me explain why this is important for Hazeldell to support. The mission of the district
is not only fire suppression, but Life-safety. When a motor vehicle accident can and does
occur, having trained EMT’s will provide not only cutting people out of cars, but provide life-
saving medical tasks before the rescue crew can arrive. Fire Agencies that do not have an
Ambulance service, traditionally also pay for their volunteers to take these EMT classes
through the college because they are there with the pts as well before an ambulance arrives.
I want to impress that this isn’t just about the Ambulance, it’s about saving lives.

If your neighbor is having a cardiac event, having a trained person to not only start CPR is
critical, but to have a trained medical professional to recognize key signs and symptoms of
these will significantly improve a person's chances of survival before and after cardiac arrest
minimizing the risk of irreversible brain damage due to oxygen deprivation. Having trained



personnel to know how to manage a ptthat has been in a motor vehicle accident, what a low
blood pressure or high blood pressure really means, that comes from good EMT training.

All of our members are frequently trained in quality CPR, that buys us time until emergency
medical services can provide more advanced care, like defibrillation. When the heart stops,
blood flow to vital organs, including the brain, ceases, and brain damage can occur within
minutes. CPR keeps blood circulating and oxygen flowing to the brain, buying vital time until
advanced medical help arrives. For every 60 seconds that pass, chances of surviving drops
by 10% without CPR or defibrillation. After just 4 minutes, brain damage begins to occur.
CPRis the bare minimum.

But having EMT’s that have the scope and skill-set that have a higher level of training can
administer Aspirin and Nitro can potentially prolong a heart attack from even beginning. This
is at high advantage to all of your families and ALL of your constituents. If it were up to me, |
would not be basing my decisions upon who responsibility is the ambulance. | believe this
should be evaluated by asking yourselves “does this provide life-safety to our citizens.?” This
answer is an adamant yes.

Today | am here to support Both Krista Button and Randy Fulkerson to be sponsored by to
take the EMT course through the college that | have found. | have worked alongside both of
these individuals, and | can say that Krista is one of our most active volunteers in the dept,
and Randy is very close behind her. Both people are Hazeldell District residents, and | know
these individuals could very potentially likely be on scene to any of these events before the
Ambulance will arrive.

I’m hoping for a motion from the board to allow Chief Hollett to send these volunteers to EMT
classes, to be paid out of the fund, which was just one of the original proposals for that line.
Many of here will advocate my point here and we’re all eager to have an open conversation
with you on how this can be a huge asset to not only Hazeldell, but all of Oakridge.

Lets get Hazeldell some EMT’s that LIVE in district!

(Hosry Gl

AIC Lieutenant — Oakridge Fire & EMS
Resident of Oakridge, Oregon



